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The Effects of Insoluble Polymers on Water Stability of
Carbon Fiber Reinforced Polymer-MDF Cementitious Composites

T.J. Kim*, and C.K. Park”

ABSTRACT

High alumina cement(HAC) and polyvinyl alcohol(PVA) based macro-defect-free(MDF) cement
composites were reinforced using short carbon fibers, 3mm in length, 1-4% in weight fraction and
insoluble polymers such as polyurethane, epoxy, phenol resin, in order to increase mechanical properties
and water stability. The specimens were manufactured by the low heat-press(warmpress) method. In
addition, the interface and the cross-linking reaction of cement and polymers was also studied by the
SEM and TEM.

Flexural strength of HAC/PVA based MDF cementitious composites was proportionally decreased with
increasing fiber contents due to the undensified structure around fibers. The flexural strength of insoluble
polymer added specimen was decreased with increasing fiber contents, while water stability was
dramatically improved. Epoxy resin added specimen showed the highest strength with increasing fiber
contents, compared with other specimens. The water stability of fiber content 4% added specimen
immersed in water presented about 95%, 87% at 3 and 7 days immersed in water, respectively. The
interfacial adhesive strength of fiber-matrix was very much improved due to cross linking reaction of
polymer and metal ions of cement.

Tensile strength of insoluble polymers added composites as linearly increased with increasing the fiber
contents. The epoxy resin added specimen also showed highest tensile strength. The 4% fiber added
specimen presented 30~80% higher strength than controlled specimen.
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Fig. 1. The experimental procedure

Fig. 2. Flexural strength vs water immersion days of MDF
cement with PVA 7% and silane coupling agent 2% for
fiber content
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Fig. 3. Flexural strength vs water immersion days of MDF
cement composite with PVA 7%, silane coupling agent
2% and polyurethane resin 7% for various fiber fractions.
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Fig. 4. Flexural strength vs water immersion days of MDF
cement composite with PVA 7%, silane coupling agent
2% and epoxy resin 7% for for various fiber fractions
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Fig. 5. Flexural strength vs fiber content of MDF cement com- composite added with PVA 7% , fiber content 2% and
posite with PVA 7%, silane coupling agent 2% and phe- silane coupling agent 2% for various insoluble polymers.

nol resin 7% for various fiber fractions

Table 2 Total pore area and median pore diameter.(from Fig. 6 data)

Polymers PVA Phenol resin Polyurethane resin Epoxy resin
Total pore 3.248 10.926 13.730 9.397
area(n?/g)

Median pore 0.0036 0.0040 0.0038 0.0037
dia.(area)
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Fig. 8. Interfacial microstructure of epoxy resin added MDF
cement by energy filtering transmission electron
microscope(EF-TEM)

(a) interface region between the cement and the polymer
(b) diffraction patterns of polymer region
(c) EDS spectrum from the polymer region
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Fig. 9. Tensile strength vs fiber content of MDF cement
composite with PVA 7% and silane coupling agent 2%
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